Novel nonstatin strategies to lower low-density lipoprotein cholesterol.
There remains an unmet need to reduce elevated low-density lipoprotein cholesterol (LDL-C) in patients who are maximized on current therapy or intolerant to statins. Several novel agents have been developed to lower LDL-C, either as monotherapy or in combination with statins. These novel therapies include squalene synthase inhibitors, microsomal triglyceride transfer protein inhibitors, and antisense apolipoprotein B. Although each of these novel therapies effectively lowers LDL-C, challenges remain in the clinical development to assess long-term safety.